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AMI Opens Registration for 2023 Conference

Registration for the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) Conference & Expo, formerly the International 
Marina & Boatyard Conference (IMBC), is now open.

Entering its 21st year, the conference will be held January 30 – February 1, 2023, at the Ocean Center in 
Daytona Beach, Fla. AMI is planning a face-to-face event in 2022. Conference fees begin at $399 and include 
unlimited access to all educational seminars, regional round tables, workshops, food and beverages, and 
entry into the exhibit hall and admission to all networking and social events. It also includes entry to the 
AMI member and first-time attendee reception, and the opening night Exhibit Hall Party.

The conference’s tracks this year include: Building Your Dream Team; Leading Your Team to Excellence; 
Marina and Boatyard Management and Operations; and Marina Design and Engineering. The track’s 
sessions will offer training on hiring top performers and developing industry leaders, the changing trends 
in boat ownership, property valuations, and financial benchmarks—to name just a few.

The conference begins with pre-conference workshops—a Marina 101 session focusing on entry-level 
education, a 6-hour leadership workshop focusing on leadership, coaching and team building, and a 
marina design and engineering course. The Docks & Marinas Course, in association with the University 
of Wisconsin College of Engineering, will focus on the technical topics of design and engineering in the 
marina space. These pre-conference sessions require pre-registration and an added fee.

The dozens of conference keynotes, breakout sessions and workshops offer a broad selection of training 
opportunities targeting all levels of an organization’s team—from entry-level to top-level management. 
Each day of intense learning closes with receptions and socials, providing the opportunity for continued 
industry networking.

“We are excited to deliver another great event in Daytona Beach in 2023. We have built upon our pre-
conference events, which had the biggest turnout in 2022, offering, for the first-time, full-day pre-
conference events and an engineering course where participants will qualify for CEUs to be awarded 
by the University of Wisconsin. This year we are partnering with Fred Pryor Leadership to deliver their 
high-quality and highly acclaimed leadership program. We had a great experience in Daytona Beach last 
year and are looking forward to being back there in January. 

The AMI Conference & Expo continues to be the place where marina and boatyard professionals come 
for personal and professional growth and networking that can build life-long relationships; it is the 
annual event for our industry,” says AMI Chair John Swick. “We are ready to get down to business. The 
AMI Conference & Expo is the best place to get that done.”

As well as full conference passes, one-day passes, and exhibit hall passes are available. AMI members 
receive a discount on all passes. In addition to the benefits of full conference and one-day passes, the 
marina and boatyard field trip is available for an additional $75 for AMI members and $100 for non-
members. Exhibit hall-only and guest passes are also available for purchase. Pre-registration rates are 
available until Friday, January 30, 2023. Onsite registration rates are an 
additional $20 and begin on Monday, January 30, 2023.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpo.

http://marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/
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Suntex Acquires Channel Club 
Marina

Suntex Marina Investors, LLC (Suntex) announced 
the acquisition of Channel Club Marina located in 
Monmouth Beach, New Jersey.
 
“Channel Club Marina is an amazing location, 
offering a host of amenities in the very popular 
Jersey Shore area,” said David Filler, Investments 
Partner, Suntex Marinas. “Having made a number 
of recent investments in the New Jersey and 
New York area, this property will be an excellent 
addition to the Suntex portfolio.”
 
The Channel Club is a premier marina situated 
midway between New York City and Atlantic City. 
The four-acre facility on the Shrewsbury River is 
perfect as a destination marina or year-round boat 
docking and storage location. Installed in 2013, the 
floating dock system consists of four docks with 
more than 140 slips accommodating boats from 
30- to 100-feet in length. Each slip has a state-of-
the-art power pedestal with electric, water and 
cable.
 
The full-time dock master and seasonal dock 
attendants operate the fuel dock and provide 
arrival and departure assistance, as well as ice 
delivery and complimentary shuttle service to the 
nearby beach and town. The property also includes 
a full-sized pool and a poolside Tiki Bar, which is 
open from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Located 
on the Channel Club Marina grounds, there are 
two restaurants. The Beach Tavern and Abbiocco. 
The marina is also home to the renowned Channel 
Club Caterers, a waterside location for weddings 
and private parties. Yacht sales & marine service 
is provided by Sandy Hook Marine Concierge, 
which is owned by Sandy Hook Yacht Sales. Full 
mechanical repairs, hauling and launching, boat 
detailing, winterizing and commissioning are 
among the services available.
 
“Suntex has established a reputation for offering 
guests exceptional customer service,” said Bryan 

Redmond, CEO, Suntex Marinas. “We are looking 
forward to applying our proven management 
philosophy to the property and giving the 
discerning patrons of the Channel Club Marina an 
experience worth remembering.”

Simply Marinas Brokers Sale of 
Channel Club Marina 

The  Simply Marinas  team, as marina and 
investment advisors, facilitated the sale of Channel 
Club Marina, in Monmouth Beach, New Jersey. The 
deal was brokered in partnership with Coldwell 
Banker Commercial Argus Real Estate.

Channel Club Marina is a first-class trophy 
acquisition and an iconic fixture in the area with 
a resort-like setting on four acres in fee-simple. 
The marina has been well maintained with new 
floating docks constructed in 2013/2014. The high-
volume restaurant and banquet facility underwent 
a significant rebuild and expansion in 2014/2015. 
The facility has 144 slips at near full occupancy, a fuel 
dock, pump-out, haul-out capability, and multiple 
third-party tenants. The service component and 
restaurant will be operated by a third-party tenant 
under the new ownership.
 
Oasis Begins Management of Cape 

Charles Yacht Center 

Oasis Marinas  has officially begun operational 
management at Cape Charles Yacht Center, in Cape 
Charles Virginia. This marks the third property for 
Oasis in Virginia, and the first on the state’s eastern 
shore.

“Although we have properties all over Maryland 
and Virginia, Cape Charles Yacht Center is our first 
on the in this area of the Chesapeake Bay, so this 
is a key property for us and our expansion in the 
Mid-Atlantic. The future development plans for this 
property are impressive and our operations team 
is excited to start to create and deliver remarkable 

https://www.simplymarinas.com/
https://www.channelclubmarina.com/
https://www.channelclubmarina.com/
https://www.oasismarinas.com/
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experiences for the Cape Charles audience,” said 
Matthew Shipman, Oasis Marinas President.

Cape Charles Yacht Center sits where the mouth of 
the Chesapeake Bay meets the Atlantic Ocean. The 
marina is situated for yachts and vessels of all kinds 
frequenting the Bay and the Eastern Shore. In the 
heart of Cape Charles with 40 slips, over 1,500 feet 
of alongside dockage, and an 18-foot deep water 
channel, the marina can accommodate yachts up 
to 240 feet. Cape Charles Yacht Center features 
floating docks, winter storage space, a 75-ton boat 
lift, shower and laundry facilities, bait & tackle, 
ship’s store, a boat ramp, and a boat maintenance 
department. Additionally, guests can utilize the 
amenities at Bay Creek Resort next door, which 
includes two swimming pools, a golf course, and a 
fitness center.

Boaters will find activities in the immediate marina 
area year-round. The marina is two blocks south 
of the main Cape Charles Historic District, and the 

downtown area has hotels, dining, and nightlife. 
The Cape Charles Beach and Fishing Pier are right 
next to the marina property.

OneWater Acquires Taylor Marine 
Centers 

OneWater Marine Inc. has reached an agreement 
to acquire  Taylor Marine Centers, which will 
further expand the company’s presence in the 
Mid-Atlantic U.S. and enhance new and pre-
owned boat sales, finance, and parts and services 
offerings. The transaction is expected to close in 
the next 90 days.

“Taylor Marine Centers is another great addition 
to the OneWater family. This acquisition 
complements our recent acquisition of Norfolk 
Marine as we continue to expand our geographic 
presence in the Mid-Atlantic U.S. and integrate 
high-performing dealerships into our successful 

https://www.onewatermarine.com/
https://www.taylormarinecenter.com/
http://www.boatoutfitters.com
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portfolio,” said Austin Singleton, chief executive 
officer for OneWater.

Taylor Marine Centers is a third-generation, family-
owned and operated business that has been 
serving boaters in the Delmarva Peninsula for over 
50 years. The Van Rees family has long-standing 
relationships with customers and premier boating 
brands including Boston Whaler, Grady White, 
Regal, and World Cat. Taylor Marine Centers 
generated approximately $29 million in sales over 
the past twelve months and offers premier service 
from its factory trained technicians at their two 
locations.

Marine Lenders Hold Annual 
Conference

The National Marine Lenders Association held its 
42nd annual lenders conference this week in Park 
City, Utah, with more than 180 attendees from 76 
businesses.

Chad Lyon, managing director of Marine & RV 
at Wells Fargo Distribution Finance, reported 
that supply chain issues are showing modest 
improvement, the NMLA said  in a statement on 
Monday. Wells Fargo research shows the industry 
gained 32,000 first-time new boat buyers, and 80 
percent of new boat buyers are still in boating 
after five years. Sixty percent of new boat buyers 
are still in boating after 10 years.

The keynote address was by Eric Herdman of 
SkillPath Solutions, “Inspiring Creativity with a 
Positive Attitude.” Four seminar sessions followed.
Lenny Sims, of J.D. Power and Associates, shared 
his views on the unprecedented increase in 
collateral values and where they may be headed. 
 
Attorney Theresa Bennett discussed the four areas 
lenders must be educated and diligent in when 
financing foreign-owned and registered yachts 
that are entering the U.S.

Geiger Key Marina Sold to 
Parakeet Communities 

Billy Nash,  founder of  Nash Luxury at  Illustrated 
Properties  –  a member of The Keyes Family of 
Companies, closed the sale of Geiger Key Marina, 
Restaurant, RV Park and Fish Camp, offered 
at $17.5 million.

Bobby  Mongelli, owner of Geiger Key since the 
1970s, sold the mixed-use property to  Parakeet 
Communities. Based in Rockville, Maryland, 
Parakeet specializes in operating manufactured 
housing communities throughout the United 
States. It has more than 25 communities in Florida 
alone and is actively seeking acquisitions to add to 
its portfolio of premier properties.

The transaction closed on August 31. Nash led 
a discreet marketing process for Geiger Key, 
qualifying the right buyer for the unique property. 
Nash partnered with  David Kendall, a marina 
sales expert and senior advisor at SVN Florida 
Commercial, in the transaction.

Named after Captain John Geiger, one of Key 
West’s early residents, Geiger Key is located 
within 30 minutes of Old Town. It includes an RV 
park with nearly 40 pads available for rent, a boat 
basin, restaurant, and a tiki bar. Parakeet plans to 
operate the property as is, maintaining the rich 
tradition of Geiger Key.

Integra Acquires Jensen Beach 
Marina

Miami-based real estate investment and 
development firm  Integra Investments  (Integra), 
under its “Integra Marinas” platform, with investment 
partner,  BLG Capital Advisors, announced the 
acquisition of Four Fish Inn and Marina in Jensen 
Beach, Florida. This news marks the company’s 
entrance into the Martin County market and 
continued growth trajectory as a prominent player 
in the marina sector.

Industry News continued on Page 6

https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTkyMDI3MjcxMzQ5OTM3NjA3/1_lenders.pdf
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTkyMDI3MjcxMzQ5OTM3NjA3/1_lenders.pdf
https://www.nashluxury.com/
https://www.geigerkeymarina.com/
https://parakeetcommunities.com/
https://parakeetcommunities.com/
http://integrafl.com/v1/
https://www.blgcap.com/
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Four Fish Inn and Marina is situated between Fort 
Pierce and West Palm Beach. Integra Marinas plans 
to invest significantly to reposition the marina into 
a world-class boating destination. The acquisition 
includes approximately nine acres of land for 
upland development, which Integra Marinas seeks 
to entitle for new waterfront residences. 

“We are excited to work closely with Martin 
County and our partner BLG to bring this boating 
community a world-class marina and waterfront 
experience, while delivering a vision for a unique 
waterfront community,” said Victor Ballestas, a 
principal with Integra. “This will be a signature 
destination marina for our growing portfolio.

As part of the asset upgrade, Integra Marinas 
will renovate all portions of the marina. This 
includes the ground-up development of a 
hurricane-compliant dry-stack facility which will 
accommodate the indoor storage of vessels up to 

35 feet, along with the expansion of wet slips and 
the integration of a club amenity.

Oasis Marinas  will manage the property. Integra 
Marinas acquired the asset from the Huizenga family.

Registration for THE Leading 
Marina Conference is Now Open!

The AMI Conference & Expo is geared 
specifically toward marina and boatyard 
owners; operators and managers; as well as 
dock masters,  harbormasters,  boat builders and 
repairers, and industry consultants.
  
Network with marine industry leaders and explore 
our one-stop-shop exhibit hall with more than 150 
booths showcasing cutting-edge products and 
services. Grow with the industry in the educational 
sessions focusing on leadership, operations, 
design and engineering, HR, and industry trends!
 

Industry News continued on Page 7
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Join over 1,000 dedicated marina professionals in 
Daytona Beach, FL to exchange information, talk 
about the future of the industry, and get down to 
business!

New Director of Learning and 
Development Joins MarineMax

Mirtha Collin, a mission-driven leader with more 
than 20 years of experience managing diverse 
multi-disciplinary teams, joins  MarineMax  as 
Director of Learning and Development. 

The Director of Learning and Development role 
is new at  MarineMax  and will complement the 
People Strategy function, an important part of 
the MarineMax mission. Mirtha will have the 
responsibility of gathering input from across the 
organization to develop impactful and meaningful 
orientation and onboarding experiences for all 
new team members. 

As she helps to establish a continuous learning 
culture, Mirtha will also create and curate training 
and professional development opportunities to 
help our team members flourish throughout their 
careers. 

Mirtha brings a wealth of experience to this 
role, most recently serving as the Director of 
Education for ISC2, where she led a team who was 
responsible for overseeing the creation, delivery, 
and maintenance of global credentialing products, 
self-study materials, and continuing education 
used by over 180,000 individuals. 

She has broad experience in learning management 
systems (LMS) and enhancing the user experience 
in online learning, as well as deep roots in multi-
channel content delivery including online, hybrid, 
and in-person learning. She has successfully 
worked with academic and industry partners to 
create innovative workforce development tools 
and pathways that broaden access to learning and 
career growth. 

Life Jacket Loaner Program to 
Open 1,000th Location 

The  Sea Tow Foundation,  with support 
from MarineMax, will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to open its 1,000th Life Jacket Loaner Stand. The 
event will be held on September 22 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Seminole Boat Ramp in Clearwater, Florida. 

Event speakers include: Capt. Michael Kahle, 
commander of U.S. Coast Guard Sector St. 
Petersburg, Carlin Hertz, US Coast Guard Office 
of Boating Safety, Brian Rehwinkel, Florida Fish & 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, Peg Phillips, 
National Safe Boating Council executive director, 
and a representative from the Pinnellas County 
Commissioners Office.

The Sea Tow Foundation developed the Life Jacket 
Loaner Program in 2008 and now has loaner 
stations in all 50 states plus Washington, D.C., 
American Samoa, and the Virgin Islands, and has 
provided over 90,0000 life jackets for boaters to 
borrow to help prevent drowning.

ORR Attends National Conference 
of State Legislators

Outdoor recreation took center stage at the 
2022 National Conference of State Legislators 
Legislative Summit earlier this month. Outdoor 
Recreation Roundtable, of which AMI is a member, 
coordinated a session at the conference that 
explored the outdoor recreation economy at the 
state level and showcased policies to expand 
outdoor opportunities including the creation of 
state offices of outdoor recreation,  ORR’s rural 
development toolkit, new funding sources, and 
more. The panel included perspectives from:

• Frank Hugelmeyer, president,  National 
Marine Manufacturers Association

• Luis Benitez, vice president for Government 
Affairs and Global Impact, VF Corporation

• Colorado State Representative Leslie Herod (D)
• Utah State Representative Jeff Stenquist (R)

Industry News continued on Page 8
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“What we saw over the last 24 months was 
extraordinary growth for the outdoor recreation 
industry. This economic engine has been 
overlooked in many states — it is one that can 
help attract businesses and is part of a balanced 
economic strategy,”  Frank Hugelmeyer said.

California DBW Offers Over $1 
Million in Grant Money

California State Parks’ Division of Boating 
and Waterways (DBW) is now accepting grant 
applications from organizations that teach on-the-
water boating safety education to the public. A total 
of $1.6 million in grants is available to local public 
agencies, nonprofit organizations and colleges/
universities operating within California for Aquatic 
Center Education Program grants. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, Oct. 28, 2022, at noon.

The grants can be used to:

• Purchase boating equipment and supplies.
• Provide student scholarships for on-the-

water boating courses.
• Offset costs for boating instructor training.
• Offset costs for boating safety-related events.

Each application will be ranked and scored based 
on its demonstration of the applicant’s ability to 
safely and effectively teach on-the-water boating 
safety courses and enhance boaters’ knowledge 
of boating laws, practical handling of vessels, 
weather and water conditions, and other boating 
safety information.

The Division of Boating and Waterways administers 
this grant. Funding is provided by the federal Sport 
Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, which is 
managed by the United States Coast Guard.

http://www.tryerc.com
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.
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     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          Partnerships

This month I am sharing with you some great 
news regarding coastal infrastructure. Read more 
below.

Coastal Resiliency, Natural Infrastructure Projects 
to Benefit from $7.7 Million in Grants 
NOAA and the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) this week announced $7.7 
million in new grants using funding from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to support ongoing 
natural infrastructure projects in seven states.
 
These grants will support the design and 
implementation of projects to enhance the 
resilience of coastal communities and improve 

habitat for fish and wildlife in Hawai‘i, Maine, 
New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina 
and Virginia. The grants will leverage more than 
$3 million in matching contributions for a total 
conservation impact of $11.1 million.
 
NFWF worked to award an early slate of grants 
in August, ahead of its standard annual award 
date, so that communities experiencing increasing 
impacts from rising seas, more intense storms, 
and other coastal hazards would have funding 
to spend towards resilience projects – all crucial 
priorities for the recreational boating industry.
 

By Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 11

DURALIFT MARINE WAS BUILT ON A FOUNDATION OF CONSTANTLY STRIVING FOR 100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION. SERVING  
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HYDRAULIC BOAT TRAILERS PONTOON FORKS BOAT DOLLIES
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Williams Engineering Boat Dollies 
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t Formed Structural Tubing 
t Black Gloss Powder Coating
t Low Profile
t Heavy Duty Casters
t Engineered Reinforced Framing
t Adjustable Vertical Uprights
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t

t
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t 10,000 lbs | 20,000 lbs Capacity
t 30 ft | 39 ft
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DURALIFT MARINE 
602 13TH ST. 

MILFORD, IOWA 51351

888.338.5439
www.duralift.com

http://www.duralift.com
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In 2022, NFWF anticipates investing approximately 
$140 million in grants through the NCRF once 
additional awards are announced in November.
 
“Maintaining and rehabilitating our coasts is critical 
for the health and economic wellbeing of coastal 
communities, especially in the face of impacts 
from climate change like flooding and extreme 
storms,” said U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina 
Raimondo. “Thanks to funding from the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, the Biden Administration is 
making meaningful long-term investments that 
will strengthen coastal communities and allow 
them to flourish for generations.”
 
“Climate-driven floods threaten all coastal 
communities, and these locally-driven projects 
are critical for developing effective natural 
infrastructure,” said NOAA Administrator Rick 
Spinrad, Ph.D. “By investing in local communities, 
we invest in our nation’s resilience.”

 
“As coastal communities face growing threats 
including coastal flooding and hurricanes, 
communities need resources immediately to help 
them reduce threats and increase resilience,” 
said Jeff Trandahl, executive director and CEO of 
NFWF. “The Foundation has worked extremely 
hard to provide this funding as quickly as possible 
to help these communities bolster their natural 
defenses to current and future storms, while also 
enhancing the coastal habitats that are so vital to 
both communities and wildlife.”
 
The projects supported by the eight grants will 
restore and enhance a diverse range of coastal 
habitats — including wetlands, dunes and tidal 
rivers — that are vital to the survival of many fish 
and wildlife species and provide natural buffers 
for communities against storms and other coastal 
hazards.

• Eligible Classes include Marina
Operators, Boat Dealers, & Yacht Clubs

• Call us today for a no obligation quote!

• Wet & Dry property coverage available in most
coastal areas

• Better coverage in a single “package” policy

Save over 30% annually    

…Get to the POINTE! 

 High Cost Of Insurance Taking The Wind Out Of Your Sails? 

Legislation & Partnerships continued from Page 10
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Clean Marina & Clean Marina & 
Environmental NewsEnvironmental News

Whangamata Marina wins 
Boatyard of the Year, also highly-
commended as an Environmental 

Performer

The New Zealand Marina Operators Association 
(NZMOA) has recognised New Zealand’s very best 
marinas and boatyards for 2022, and amongst 
them is Whangamata Marina.

By achieving environmental benchmarks, 
Whangamata once again received ‘Clean Marina’ 
status, and was the recipient of two other awards as 
winner of The Boatyard of the Year, and the highly-
commended award of NZMOA Environmental 
Performer 2022. The awards were announced in a 
ceremony on 8 September in Blenheim.

In a post on their Facebook page, NZMOA judges 
said that the Whangamata team “continues to run 
an impressive marina and boatyard operation 
that cares for the environment. You go over 
and above the call of duty and lead by example. 
Your infrastructure is world-class, and they focus 
on continuous improvement right across the 
operation.”

According to NZMOA, to receive Clean Marina 
certification, marinas are audited on factors such as 
the provision and promotion of recycling facilities, 
no-discharge policies and their enforcement. 
Provisions for boat owners to facilitate regular hull 
cleaning, and the use of sustainable materials and 
maintenance and building of infrastructure, along 
with the re-use of dredging materials, are all also 
considered.

A focus on marina policies and procedures rounds 
out the criteria for becoming a certified Clean 
Marina. Key challenges for marinas include filtering 
and discharge of water from their carparks and 
boatyards, discharge of wastewater from their 
customer’s vessels, energy efficiency, sorting and 
recycling of a wide range of waste, and marine 
biosecurity.

After receiving the highly-commended notification 
towards best environmental performance, the 
judges remarked: “Whangamata Marina was highly 
commended for going over and above the call of 
duty and leading by example, to run an impeccable 
operation.”

Whangamata Marina manager Susan Amos 
says the awards were particularly pleasing given 
Whangamata was “up against much larger council 
marinas - it’s pretty cool to be recognised.”

She says the Marina is run as an incorporated 
society and is highly compliant with environmental 
guidelines - so much so, that they have been 
afforded the ability to self-audit, such is their 
standing within the NZMOA infrastructure.

In winning Boatyard of the Year, the Judges praised 
the 209 berth operation, saying: “It may be small, 
but the boatyard at Whangamata Marina is a highly 
agile, dynamic operation that performs to the very 
best levels across all aspects of operations.”

Susan puts their awards success down to the work 
of a like-minded team who take the certification 
and maintenance of the marina “pretty seriously.” 
She adds: “The whole team take an interest and 
really value the environment. The marina has a 
very forward-thinking management committee.”
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Around The WorldAround The World
Freedom Boat Club Continues 

European Expansion

Freedom Boat Club, a division of Brunswick 
Corporation, announced the opening of its 
first franchise locations in the United Kingdom. 
Consistent with Freedom’s growth strategy 
to  scale its European footprint, the two new 
locations in Windermere and Torquay, provide its 
global membership base access to some of the top 
boating destinations in the UK.

Now with 33 locations across the UK, France and 
Spain, the opening of the new locations will be 
celebrated during the UK’s largest boat show, the 
Southampton International Boat Show, which 
Freedom will exhibit at for the first time September 
16 – 25, 2022.

“Opening our first franchise locations in the UK is a 
key part of our growth strategy. I’m confident our 
new partners share our values in making boating 
accessible for everyone and are committed to 
growing the Freedom brand throughout the 
region,” said Jason Worthy, Vice President, Boating 
Services, EMEA.

Newly opened on September 1, 2022, the 
Windermere location is owned and operated by 
Grahame Armer of Aquatic Quays Marina. The new 
location boasts district status as a World Heritage 
Site providing members access to the ultimate 
Lake District experience.

Remarking on the incorporation of Freedom Boat 
Club into the Windermere site, Development 
Manager Chris Brammer said, “The addition of 
Freedom Boat Club complements our existing long-
established operations providing greater access 
to the best World Heritage Site in England. We 
look forward to supporting Freedom’s continued 
growth and welcoming members on the water.”

Opening Spring 2023, Freedom Boat Club Torquay 
is based on South Pier within Torquay Harbour. 
A well-protected boating haven, the harbour 
has access to some of the best facilities in the 
southwest and provides the ideal base from which 
to explore the beautiful English Riviera coastline. 
The location is owned and operated by Jason Bond 
and Antony Birchell of Birchell Marina.

Jason Bond, Club Manager at Torquay added, “We 
are looking forward to welcoming Freedom Boat 
Club members to enjoy the charms of Torquay for 
the 2023 boating season. The protected waters 
and stunning coastal views provide perfect cruising 
grounds for all types of leisure boaters, and we’re 
excited to introduce new and veteran boaters 
alike to everything Torquay has to offer through 
the ease and accessibility of Freedom.”

boot Düsseldorf, EBI to Host 
‘Marina of the Future’ Forum 

boot Düsseldorf is launching the new era of the 
blue innovation dock (bid) with a high-profile 
forum planned for next week. The event, organised 
together with European Boating Industry (EBI), is 
the kick-off for the bid at boot Düsseldorf 2023.
On 30 August, at 7:00 pm, experts from the industry 
and European policy-makers will discuss solutions 
for the ’Marina of the Future’ on the bid stage in 
Hall 3 of Messe Düsseldorf. Interested parties can 
follow the bid after the event in Düsseldorf in a 
stream on www.boot.com.

boot director, Petros Michelidakis, will open the 
bid together with Philip Easthill, EBI’s secretary 
general.

Ideas and visions for the marina of the future 
will be presented by Dean Smith, chief operating 
officer and deputy managing director of the 
leading marina association in the Mediterranean 

Around the World continued on Page 14

http://www.boot.com
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Around the World continued from Page 13

BOHEMIA, NY I NEW YORK, NY I SYRACUSE, NY I SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY I SHELTON, CT
WWW.PWGROSSER.COM l PWGC.INFO@PWGROSSER.COM l 631.589.6353

and the Gulf States, D Marin, and Linos Voskarides, 
responsible for maritime policy and blue growth in 
the European Commission.

Afterwards, Renata Marevic, manager of Croatia’s 
Marina Punat, Dean Smith, Linos Voskarides, Hans 
Roeland, managing director of Searay, and Oliver 
Glück, vice president of marketing at Torqeedo, 
will discuss the concrete implementation of the 
visions in the Europe-wide marinas. The moderator 
is boating media expert Marcus Krall.

After the premiere of the bid, which will start at the 
61st Caravan Salon Düsseldorf, the Sustainability 
Forum will be held at boot Düsseldorf 2023. Over 
nine trade fair days, the bid will present visions as 
well as concrete innovations and implementations 
in European ports and marinas including the 
development of sustainable models in the boating 
industry. 

In addition, leading manufacturers will present 
their current drives and boats, which can also be 
seen directly on site at boot.

http://www.pwgrosser.com
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News From WashingtonNews From Washington
  

Brunswick Welcomes Minnesota 
State Representatives to New York 

Mills Operation
Minnesota State Representatives Mary Franson 
(08-A) and Jordan Rasmusson (08-B) this month 
visited Brunswick’s Lund and Crestliner operation 
in New York Mills. During the visit, Representatives 
Franson and Rasmusson met with members of the 
Brunswick leadership team to discuss key issues 
impacting the recreational boating industry. In 
Minnesota alone, the recreational boating industry 
generates more than $3 billion in economic impact 
annually and supports nearly 11,000 jobs.
 
Lenn Scholz, President of Lund Boats at Brunswick 
Corporation, led conversation highlighting the 
challenges of rural economic development and 
workforce development. “As our business continues to 
grow, it is imperative that we continue to work with the 
local community and the state of Minnesota to attract 
the best talent to our area. That requires us to work 
collectively with our leadership to identify opportunities 
for better daycare and housing for our families to make 
it even more attractive to start a career in the marine 
industry,” said Scholz. “We have a lot of work to do but 
we are very excited about the progress we are making 
and thank our legislators for their continued interest in 
our brand and our business.”
 
Representative Rasmusson noted he is grateful 
for Brunswick’s presence in the area. “Recreational 
watercraft is key to our local economy and 
our way of life in Minnesota – especially in this 
region,” Rasmusson said. “The Lund and Crestliner 
operation plays a valuable role here and I 
appreciated visiting with their team to discuss 
legislative priorities and to learn more about the 
nuances of their iconic business.”

NMMA Participates in Congressional 
Briefing on NOAA Fisheries’ 

Proposed Vessel Speed Restrictions
NMMA this week participated in a Hill briefing hosted 
by OCEANA, which focused on NOAA’s proposed rule 

to address ship strikes to endangered North Atlantic 
right whales and educated over 50 congressional 
staffers on the need for major revisions to NOAA’s 
proposal in order to achieve the shared goal of 
protecting the North Atlantic right whale population.
 
As America’s original conservationists, recreational 
boaters and anglers proactively support science-
based efforts to conserve our marine ecosystems. 
Further, the boating and angling community has 
worked closely with the Biden administration to 
develop policies that strike a balanced approach 
between conservation and recreation access.
 
NOAA is proposing to broaden the current 10-knot 
speed restriction to include vessels 35 feet and 
larger (down from 65 feet); expand the go-slow 
zones to include virtually the entire Atlantic Coast, 
and extend these zone restrictions as long as seven 
months a year. Left unchanged, the proposal would 
curtail thousands of recreational boating and fishing 
trips each year, jeopardizing billions of dollars of 
economic impact, thousands of jobs and businesses, 
and the pastimes of tens of millions of Americans.
 
“NOAA Fisheries’ new proposal unfortunately 
underestimates the very real negative economic impact 
this would present to small businesses that make 
up the $170 billion recreational boating and fishing 
community. The proposal would curtail thousands of 
recreational boating and fishing trips each year along 
the Atlantic Coast, jeopardizing thousands of small 
marine businesses as well as those businesses who 
rely on boat and fishing outings, and tourist traffic 
and spending to keep their operations afloat.” said 
Clay Crabtree, NMMA director of federal government 
relations. “The boating and angling community looks 
forward to working alongside our industry partners to 
reach our shared goal of protecting the North Atlantic 
right whale, while keeping America’s cherished waters 
open.”
 
NMMA and AMI encourages stakeholders to take 
action on its grassroots advocacy platform, Boating 
United, and urge NOAA to make key revisions to 
its proposal that protect recreational boating and 
fishing access across the Atlantic Coast.

https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/noaa-vessel-restrictions/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=BU-RW
https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/noaa-vessel-restrictions/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=BU-RW
https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/noaa-vessel-restrictions/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=BU-RW
https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/noaa-vessel-restrictions/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Currents&utm_campaign=BU-RW
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